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1 Introduction 

1.1 Plumb Associates Ltd was commissioned by S.D Holdings Ltd to undertake a 
preliminary ecological appraisal and prepare a BNG calculation of land to the rear of 
53-59 Southview Road, Southwick where planning permission is being sought to 
construct two new dwellings on part of the site. 

1.2 This report summarises the methodology used to complete the BNG calculation and 
the calculation results and provides the information required in accordance with the 
government’s BNG guidance.  The completed Metric is attached. 

 
 Methodology 

1.3 The biodiversity net gain calculation has been carried out using the full Statutory 
Biodiversity Metric completed in accordance with the Defra User Guidance updated in 
July 2025. 

1.4 A preliminary ecological appraisal (PEA) was prepared by Plumb Associates Ltd and 
used to establish the baseline habitats.   

1.5 The site survey and the completion of the BNG Metric were all undertaken by Steve 
Plumb MCIEEM CEnv CMLI, an ecologist with over 35 years of professional 
experience.     

1.6 The site survey was undertaken on 22nd May 2025.  Full access was available to the 
site to enable the existing habitat to be assessed and measured.   

2 Biodiversity net gain baseline 

2.1 The site currently a vacant plot containing grassland that it is cut once or twice a year.  
There are small patches of scrub and small trees on the southern boundary.   

2.2 There are no hedgerows or watercourses present. 

Habitat degradation since 2020 

2.3 There has been no habitat degradation since 2020. 

3 Baseline habitat 

3.1 The area within the red line boundary is 4049 square metres, comprising: 

• Modified grassland (poor condition)     982m2 
• Developed land, sealed surface     73m2 
• Urban tree moderate condition    122m2 
• Mixed scrub (poor condition     95m2 
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3.2 Condition assessment sheet has been prepared for the grassland, trees and scrub and 
are attached below. 

3.3 The on-site baseline is 0.33 habitat units. 

Irreplaceable habitat and Priority Habitat  

3.5 There is no irreplaceable habitat or priority habitat within the site which would be 
affected by the proposal.   

4 Onsite habitat creation   

4.1 The total area of developed land, sealed surface post-development would be 763m2.  
Vegetated gardens will total 387m2.   

4.2 The scheme has followed the BNG Hierarchy by delivering as much BNG onsite and 
avoiding the loss of any important habitat features.  However, there will be net loss of 
0.26 habitat units on-site.  This equates to a -77.50% net loss. 

5 Offsite habitat creation 

5.1 It will be necessary to secure 0.29 habitat units ideally through a suitable local offsite 
habitat bank or if none are available then through statutory credits. 

6 Conclusion  

6.1 The BNG measures are in accordance with the BNG hierarchy and trading rules.  The 
scheme will achieve the 10% net gain required under the Environment Act 2021 
through a mix of on-site and off-site provision.  
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Extract of Headline results  
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