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Introduction

Plumb Associates Ltd was commissioned by S.D Holdings Ltd to undertake a
preliminary ecological appraisal and prepare a BNG calculation of land to the rear of
53-59 Southview Road, Southwick where planning permission is being sought to
construct two new dwellings on part of the site.

This report summarises the methodology used to complete the BNG calculation and
the calculation results and provides the information required in accordance with the
government’s BNG guidance. The completed Metric is attached.

Methodology

The biodiversity net gain calculation has been carried out using the full Statutory
Biodiversity Metric completed in accordance with the Defra User Guidance updated in
July 2025.

A preliminary ecological appraisal (PEA) was prepared by Plumb Associates Ltd and
used to establish the baseline habitats.

The site survey and the completion of the BNG Metric were all undertaken by Steve
Plumb MCIEEM CEnv CMLI, an ecologist with over 35 years of professional
experience.

The site survey was undertaken on 22"4 May 2025. Full access was available to the
site to enable the existing habitat to be assessed and measured.

Biodiversity net gain baseline

The site currently a vacant plot containing grassland that it is cut once or twice a year.
There are small patches of scrub and small trees on the southern boundary.

There are no hedgerows or watercourses present.
Habitat degradation since 2020

There has been no habitat degradation since 2020.
Baseline habitat

The area within the red line boundary is 4049 square metres, comprising:

Modified grassland (poor condition) 982m?
Developed land, sealed surface 73m?
Urban tree moderate condition 122m?
Mixed scrub (poor condition 95m?
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Condition assessment sheet has been prepared for the grassland, trees and scrub and
are attached below.

The on-site baseline is 0.33 habitat units.

Irreplaceable habitat and Priority Habitat

There is no irreplaceable habitat or priority habitat within the site which would be
affected by the proposal.

Onsite habitat creation

The total area of developed land, sealed surface post-development would be 763m?.
Vegetated gardens will total 387m?.

The scheme has followed the BNG Hierarchy by delivering as much BNG onsite and
avoiding the loss of any important habitat features. However, there will be net loss of
0.26 habitat units on-site. This equates to a -77.50% net loss.

Offsite habitat creation

It will be necessary to secure 0.29 habitat units ideally through a suitable local offsite
habitat bank or if none are available then through statutory credits.

Conclusion

The BNG measures are in accordance with the BNG hierarchy and trading rules. The
scheme will achieve the 10% net gain required under the Environment Act 2021
through a mix of on-site and off-site provision.
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Extract of Headline results

Land rear of 53-58 Southwview Foad Soutln

Return ta
Headline Results results menu
Scroll down for final resulis Ay
0.33
On-site baseline 0.00
0.00
_ . . . 0.07
On-site post-intervention 0.00
[Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)
0.00
_ . -0.26 -77.50%
On-site net change 0.00 0.00%
[units & percentage] 0.00 0.00%
0.00
Off-site baseline 0.00
Watercourse unifs 0.00
_ . . . Habitat umifs 0.00
Off-site post-intervention 0.00
[Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)
0.00
~ . 0.00 0.00%
Off-site net change 0.00 0.00%
[units & percentage] 0.00 0.00%
- . : Hehitaf units -0.26
Combined net unit change i 0.00
[Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement] 0.00
0.00
Spatial risk multiplier (SRM) deductions 0.00
0.00
. Fabifat units -0.26
Total net unit change Hedgerow umits 0.00
(Ineluding all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement] 0.00
Hahifaf units -T7.50%
Total net % change Hedgerow unis 0.00%
[Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement]
Walercourse units 0.00%

Trading rules satisfied?

No - Check Trading Summaries &

Unit Typ Target Baseline Units Units Required Unit Deficit
10.00% 0.33 0.37
Hedgerow L 10.00% 0.00 0.00 0.00
Wafercourss unifs 10.00% 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Condition assessment sheets

Condifion Sheel: GRASSLAND Habitat Type flow distinclivenses
UK. Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Type
Grassland - Modified grasaltand

Area of grassiand that |s cuTently urused outside exsing gardens. Ut at keast ONCE a Year.

Or-5te - Land rear of 53-59 Southwiew Road, Southwick 220552025 - Steve Plumb MCIEEM
On-gite or off-aite, site name and Survey date and CEm CMLI
location SUTVBYOr Name
none
Survey refarence It
Limitations (If applicabla) redating to a wider
BUNVEY)
Grid reference Habltat parcel reference
Habifat

Thiere are 5-8 vascular plant speckes per m presant, Includng at least 2 forbs (these may
Inciude those lIsted In Footnote 1). Mote - this critarion le esssntial for achlsving Moderate or
Good condition.

Where the wascular plani species present are charactenstic of medium, high or very high
distincTveniess grassiand, or there are O or more of these characterislic species per m®
{eaciuging those Ested In Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab descrption to assess
whether the grassiand should Instead be ciassified as a higher distinciivenass grassland. Where
3 orassland Is tlassed a5 medum, high, or very high distinciiveness, plaass use the relevant
condition shest.

maost of the sward had only 3
specles per sqm.

ANy scrub present accounts for ess than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered scrub
such a5 bramble Rubus fUficosus 3gg. May De present).

Mote - paiches of serub with continuous {mare than 90%) coves should be classifiad as the
retevant scrub habitat type.

[ a3ll even-aged and at least 50cm
‘Zward helght ks vared (at least 20% of the sward Is less than 7 cm and at least 20% |s more
B |than 7 cm) creating microcimates which provide opportunities for verteorates and Invertabrates
o Ilve and bresd.
Yes

Prysical damage IS evident In less than 5% of total grassland area. Exampies of physical
damage include excesslve poaching, damage from machinery u=2 or slorags, eroslon caused by
hikgh levels of access, of any other damaging management aciiviles.

fes

There Is an absence of Invasive non-native piant spacies” (3s Istad on Schedula O of WCAS),

greditho
cnditicn A8sa58]
0 i -

Passes & or 7 critenla Including

passing essential critaron A (Good (3)

Yes
Cover of bare ground I between 1% and 10%, INGUMng locallsed areas (for Sxampie, 3
B |concantration of racen wamens).
fes
F |Cowver of bracken Fierlainm aquidum Is kess than 20%.
fes

[




Passes 4 or 5 critena ncluding
passing essential crteron A
Passes 3 of fawer critenla; x
OR

Passes 4 - £ ontera fmcuang | oo )
criterion A)

Moderate (2)

Footmote 1 — Creeping thiste Cirslum arnvense , spear thistie Cirslum vulgare, curled dock Rumex crispus , broad-leaved dock Rumex ochiusfoius, common netilke
Urtic3 digdca, craeping butiercun Ranuncuius repans , greater plantaln Pianfage major, white clower Troolum repens and cow Darsley Anfiscus spivestns .

Footnote 2 - For exampie, this could Inclwde small, scatiered areas of bare ground alowing estabilshment of new species, or localsad patches wherne nat
gucaeding 10% cover.

Footnote 3 — Assess this for each distingt habltat parced. If the distribution of Invasive non-native specles vanes across the habltat, spilt Infe parcels accordngly,
applying a buffer zone arcund ihe Invasive non-native species with 3 slze relative to Its sk of spraad IMo adjacent habitat, wsing professional judgement.

Footmote 4 — Wiidife and Countryside Act 1381 (as amended).
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Condition Sheet: SCRUB Habitat Type
Habitat Types

Heathland and shrub - Blackthom scrub

Heathland and shrub - Gorse scrub

Heathland and shrub - Hawthorn scrub

Heathland and shrub - Hazel scrub

Heathland and shrub - Mixed scrub

Heathland and shrub - Dunes with sea buckthormn (H2160)
Heathland and shrub - Willow scrub

Small patches of larger scrub

For Dunes with sea buckthomn see: Dlunes with sea-buckthom [Dunes with Hi hae rhammnoides) - Special Areas of Conservation
I ~ |iingg.gov.uk)
IF-::-r ather scrub types see: khab — UK Habitgt Clazsification

On-site or off-site, site name and gﬂn;sﬁi;cta"d rear of 53-50 Southview Road, Survey date and 22/07/2025 - Steve Plumb

location Surveyor name

Mone nee
|Limitations (if applicable) (if relating to a
wider survey)
Grid reference Habitat parcel

Condition Assessment Criteria

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type - the appearance and  |NO Very small areas
compasition of the vegetation closely matches its UKHab description (where in
its natural ran;;;e}.‘I

- At least B0% of scrub is native,

A |- There are at least three native woody species”,

- No single species comprises maore than T5% of the cover (except hazel
Coryluz avellana , common juniper Jumiperus communis , sea buckthom
Hippophae rhamnoidez (only in its restricted native ramge). or box Buxus
sempervirens, which can be up to 100% cover).

Mo Even-aged
l= Seedlings, saplings, young shrubs and mature (or ancient or mel.erana:l shrubs
are all present.
fes
There is an absence of invasive non-native plant 5|::-|a~:i-951 (as listed on Schedule
L ] -::fWCAE:l and species indicative of suboptimal cordition® make up less than
5% of ground cover.
N
lo The scrub has a well-developed edge with scattered scrub and tall grassland
and or forbs present between the scrub and adjacent habitat.
Mo

There are clearings, glades or rides present within the scrub, providing sheltered
edges.

Condition Assessment Result [out
of 5 criteria)

Condition Assessment Score
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[Passes 5 criteria Good (3)

IPasse; 3 or 4 criteria

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score
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Individual trees — Urban freas
Individual trees — Rural irees
Compiete a condifon shest Tor each tree or ock of trees.

Piaase 56 The saparare Line of ees condmion shest for 3 Ine of [UE] ress. You should only use e Ling of mees condrmon 3sSessment and record tar habwar
ype i Rl locanons.

Habitat Description

Thraee smal fress, 2 syeamare and 1 gder growing beside southem boumdary

Individual trees jdescription applled to the wrban of rural smironment):
Young rees over 7.5 cm in dameter at braast halght whose canopies: ane not touching.

Urban Parimatar § Linsar Blocks and Groups [description appllad to the urban anvironment anly):

Groups of stands of freee (Size requiremant 3s defined above) within and anound e parimeter of rtan land. This includes those along wban sinests, highways, ralways and
canals, and also former flekd boundary rees Incorporatad Into Sevelopments. Canopies shoukd predaminanTy overlap comtinuousy. Gups of urkan ees that dor't match me
descrptions for woodiand may e assessed within this category.

COr-6ie - Land rear of 53-59 Souifview Road, [Survey dabeand  [Z2/0572025 - Sieve Plumb MCIEEM CGEnv GMLI
‘On-glte or off-site, slts name i .
and location EEREnT,
(If relating to a
widar survey]
Mane Habiltat parcel refersnce
T1 T2 T3
Limitations (It applicabla)

The tree b5 3 natve speces [or at least TD% winin the Diodk are rathve
A lepeciae)

fes |feE  |Yes

The tree canopy ks predominantly continuois, with gaps In canopy cover
B |making up <108 of total area and no ndvidual gap being =5 m wide
(Individual frees automatically pass this criterion).

C | The tree Is mature (or more than S0% witin the block are mature)’.

Yes [Yes [Yes
There Is Iitte or no evidence of an agverse Impact on free healn by human
activities (such as vandalsm, herbicice or setimental agculural acihity).
And there |5 no curent reguiar pruning regime, 50 e trees retain =75% of
expected canapy Tor thelr age range and helght

Matural ecokogical niches for verteorates and Invertebrates am present,
BUC 35 resence of Geadwood, cavities, vy or IDose Dark.

Yes [Yes [Yes

F |More than 20% of the res canooy arsa ls oversaling vegetation beneath.
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