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AWDM/1019/25

Dear Mr. Barnett,

I am writing to formally challenge the consultation response submitted by WSP on 4 
June 2026 regarding application AWDM/1019/25.

While WSP states they are satisfied with the applicant’s theoretical "Hydraulic 
Modelling Report," as a long-term resident, I must highlight that this model 
completely contradicts the established, empirical reality of the site.

The computer modeling appears to have completely ignored existing, baseline 
flooding conditions:
Existing Baseline Flooding: WSP states the development will not be at risk of 
flooding. 

However, in its current entirely undeveloped state, this land floods significantly every 
single winter due to the high water table, the Lady Wells springs, and the capacity 
limitations of the local culverted watercourse.
Water Displacement: Because the site already floods naturally, any ground-raising or 
introduction of non-porous concrete infrastructure will displace this massive volume 
of water. If the water cannot accumulate on this natural soakaway, it will inevitably be 
forced into the adjacent, existing properties on Southview Road and Underdown 
Road.

Historical Precedent: The severe infrastructure failures and overflowing sewers 
witnessed in 2024 perfectly demonstrate that the subterranean drainage system in 
this specific corridor is already operating past absolute capacity when water drains 
off the Downs.

A theoretical model should not override decades of documented, photographic 
reality. I urge the Council to reject WSP's recommendation and request an 
independent, physical site inspection during wet conditions rather than relying purely 
on the applicant's paperwork.

Kind regards,
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Stuart Lee
 Southview rd. BN42 4TT 
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