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Dear Ms Burn 

WORTHING SOCIETY CONSULTATION RESPONSE 

AWDM/0146/26 - LAND WEST OF 15 MONTAGUE STREET, WORTHING 
Application: Single storey concession kiosk 

Thank you for requesting our comments in respect of the above planning application which relates 
to Montague Gardens situated within a prominent part of the South Street Conservation Area 
(CA).   The application has been submitted on behalf of Worthing Borough Council. 
  
I have now had the opportunity to discuss the proposal for a kiosk with our Heritage Team.  On 
balance, we consider this would result in a 'watering down' of the original idea to reinstate an open 
garden to reflect the historic character of Montague Gardens (formerly Montague Place).  In our 
view, buildings should not be encouraged here as they will detract from the newly reinstated 
central garden feature. The Conservation Area Appraisal Document states that Montague Place 
(now Montague Gardens) 'is of major townscape significance’. 
  
We also take this opportunity to refer you to the following planning guidance: 
  
Section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 confers a 
statutory duty to LPAs, when exercising planning functions, to pay special attention to the 
desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area’. 
  
In our opinion, the introduction of a kiosk would not be consistent with this regulation and could set 
an unfortunate precedent.  Furthermore, there is no need for an ice cream and refreshments kiosk 
when there are cafes in the Listed Buildings opposite – we expect these businesses will object to 
loss of trade.  In addition, the proposed kiosk design is very poor and utilitarian and something 
much better would be needed if it were to be allowed.   
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In summary and for the reasons stated, the Society strongly objects to this application 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  

Susan Belton 
  
Mrs Susan Belton 
Worthing Society Chair 
 
  
Cc: Richard Small, Design & Conservation Architect, Adur & Worthing Councils 
Cc: John Head, BSc(Econ), DipTP, MRTPI (Retd) - Worthing Society Heritage Team 
Cc: Planning Dept., Adur & Worthing Councils  (REDACTED) 


