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1. Introduction 

1.1 Scope of report 

1.1.1 I am instructed by Stephanie Fabb to inspect and report on two mature trees located close to 

the northern boundary of 22 Erringham Road, Shoreham. 

1.1.2 I am asked to inspect and report on the health and condition of the trees. Also, I am to identify 

and explain any impacts and constraints posed by the trees and provide advice and 

recommendations. 

1.2 Report author  

1.2.1 My name is Greg Sweeney, an Arboricultural Consultant of David Archer Associates. I hold a 

National Diploma in Arboriculture. I am a qualified LANTRA Professional Tree Inspector and 

am an Associate member of the Arboricultural Association. I have been professionally 

involved in arboriculture since 2009 and have been an arboricultural consultant in private 

practice since 2019. 

1.3 Tree location 

1.3.1 The trees are located in the rear garden, on the southern boundary, of neighbouring property, 

‘Hazelcroft’. The trunks of the trees are positioned approximately 1.5m north of the boundary 

garden wall which is approximately 2m high. The wall spans the length of the boundary 

between the properties from east to west, adjacent the trees. The main residential building 

of 22 Erringham Road, Shoreham is approximately 5m from the garden wall. There are two 

conservatories, one located to the side, mid-way along the property to the north and one at 

the rear to the east. Both conservatories are built with a brick base/wall. Approximate 

measurements between the trunks of trees and building/conservatories are shown in the 

assessment notes for each tree. There is a brick-built garage located a short distance south-

west of tree no.1. 

1.4 Current status of trees, reports 

1.4.1 The trees are subject to Tree Preservation Order, 1987, No.162/2/87 (Appendix 3). The 

site/trees are not believed to be located in a conservation area. Prior to contractors 

commencing any works, this should be confirmed with the local Council. 

1.4.2 Surveys associated with the building have indicated that there is no current evidence of 

structural damage.  

1.5 Site inspection 

1.5.1 I visited the property and inspected the trees on the morning of Friday the 13th March 2026. 

Weather conditions at the time were clear, dry and bright. My observations are based on 

inspection from within the residential property of no.22 Erringham Road. Due to access 
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restrictions the base of the trunks were not inspected. My inspection was an external visual 

inspection from the ground. 

1.5.2 The tree survey schedule is shown at Appendix 1. 
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2. Tree Inspections 

2.1.1 Tree no.1 - Trunk of tree located approx. 4.5m from (side) conservatory, 6.5m from NW corner 

of main building & 12m from NE corner of main building; between the building and the tree 

there is standard patio slabs - the soil level appears to rise slightly between main building/side 

conservatory and tree; paving slab, approx. 1m from NW corner of property & 1m E of drain 

cover, was lifted revealing one tree root, approx. 4cm diameter; trunk of tree bi-furcates at 

approx. 5.5m; signs of historic 'crown lifting' indicated by several occluded and un-occluded 

pruning wounds on trunk between hights of 3-9m on S side of trunk; several small 'epicormic' 

shoots/growth (approx. x5) between 3-5m; other than the crown lifting pruning in the lower 

crown on the S side, the crown appears to be naturally formed/untouched. 

2.1.2 Tree no.2 - Trunk of tree located approx. 7m from (side) conservatory, 6.5m from NE corner 

and 12.5m from NW corner of main building; between the building and the tree there is 

standard patio slabs - the soil level appears to rise slightly between main building and tree; 

trunk of tree bi-furcates at approx. 4.5m; signs of sympathetic historic 'crown 

lifting/reduction', in the lower third of the crown, indicated by the removal of ends of several 

lower branches on the S, SW sides between heights of 6-9m, to provide clearance from 

building roof and garden patio; lower lateral branches orientated to the SE extended towards 

patio due to seeking light and crown suppression on W side, by neighbouring tree; the 

remainder and majority of the crown appears to be naturally formed/untouched; good level 

of twig and bud density indicating good physiology. 

3. Conclusions and recommendations  

3.1 General conclusions  

3.1.1 The trees are both large mature specimens that are prominent and visible in the local 

landscape. The trees appear to be in good physiological health and are noted as having 

average structure. Given the age and size of the trees and considering the local environment, 

the trees being located near the south coast and exposure to trade south-westerly winds, I 

do not expect the crown spread of trees to increase by much and any new annual growth will 

be minimal. There is evidence that the trees have been pruned both to ‘lift’ the crowns to 

provide clearance from the outdoor patio area and roof of no. 22 Erringham Rd. Though not 

essential from a ‘risk’ viewpoint, I have provided work recommendations/specifications that 

are considered to provide on-going arboricultural maintenance to provide clearance from the 

property building and outdoor patio area. The trees are positioned a short distance from the 

building. The trees are ‘deciduous’, meaning that they shed their leaves in the winter, and so 

leaf fall should be expected. Due to the height and crown spread of trees leaf fall is likely to 

affect the roof of the property including gutters. Solutions such as ‘gutter guards’ may be 

installed to prevent build-up of excess leaf litter. Pruning or cutting back of the branches is 

unlikely to be effective with regard leaf litter. As discussed on site, tree no.1 Sycamore is 

tolerant of pruning, but tree no.2 Beech is a species of tree that is not tolerant of hard pruning. 
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Further to this, we are tending to see Beech trees struggling somewhat with a changing 

climate and so I recommend careful future management of both trees but particularly Beech 

tree no.2. The trees are positioned north of the property building no.22 and so though some 

sky and light loss may be experienced, the sun which moves from east to west on the south 

side of the building and trees will not cast direct shadow on the property building and roof. 

The trees are surrounded by grass lawn on their north side, garden space belonging to 

‘Hazelcroft’, this area being conducive to tree root growth. During my inspection I noted some 

patio slabs on the north-west corner of no.22 Erringham Road that were broken and slightly 

lifted. I noted the presence of a root at this location close to the main building, side 

conservatory and near a drain cover. Tree roots can extend up to two and a half times the 

height of trees (this includes the fine, fibrous roots) and though the lawned garden area to 

the north of the boundary in neighbouring property provides favourable tree root conditions, 

there is likely to be tree root growth within the property of no.22 on the north side 

immediately adjacent the main building and conservatory, and beneath the patio, as 

identified above. The extent of foundations belonging to the main building, conservatory 

(side) and garage are unknown but are assumed to be built upon traditional concrete 

foundations. The foundations of which are considered to be barriers to tree root growth. Tree 

roots tend to be located within the upper 75cm of soil, and in my experience only usually seen 

in the upper 50cm. I noted that the soil level/patio on the north side between the main 

building no.22 and the trees rises. The damp proof course of both the main building and 

conservatory (north/side) appear to be low in the ground. I suspect that this may be due to 

protection of the tree rooting area and thus preservation of the existing soil level next to the 

tree, on the north side of the building and conservatory, at the time of construction.  The 

nominal rooting area (otherwise known as Root Protection Area, RPA), in accordance with 

BS5837:2012 (Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction) is estimated to be a 

radius of approximately 10.8m from each of the tree trunks. Thus, any plans for construction 

such as side/rear extensions within this radius will be considered by the Local Planning 

Authority (LPA) to have potential to impact tree nos. 1 and 2. Advice should first be sought 

from a planning consultant and/or an architect but plans such as property extension are likely 

to require a planning application that requires tree related input. This usually consists of 

arboriultural reports including a tree survey to inform tree constraints and to consider/ 

propose any technical building solutions that may be necessary to prevent tree root damage 

followed by a final tree protection plan and arboricultural method statement. For example, 

any built structures that may be proposed within the RPA’s of the trees should consider 

special engineering solutions such as ‘pile and beam’ or ‘screw piles’ foundation construction. 

Foundation depths that account for the presence, location and potential influence of the trees 

should be recommended by structural engineer and architect, at the design stage of any 

future projects. Tobermore ‘Secura Lite’ may be a consideration for any outdoor hard 

landscaping, near to trees, where low level gravity retaining walls with minimum foundation 

dig may be required. I am informed that there is no known damage or problems associated 

with the underground drainage system. Tree roots typically only enter already damaged or 
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leaking drains, rather than causing the initial breach. Consideration may be given to 

conducting drain surveys to establish their condition.  

In their current condition and subject to good arboricultural management the trees are 

expected to have a life expectancy of more than 40 years. As stated earlier the trees appear 

to be in good physiological heath and with average structural condition. Therefore, I 

recommend that any alterations to the building footprint should take account of the trees. 

The trees are the responsibility and ownership of the owners of ‘Hazelcroft’. They have a 

‘common law’ duty of care for inspection of the trees. Considering the proximity of the trees 

to a ‘high risk’ target area, being the residential property of no.22, and given the trees age 

and size I would recommend that the trees are inspected every 18 months. Should discussion 

over pruning and or their removal be necessary the owners should first be consulted/notified. 

I am informed that there is no documentation, associated with the property no.22, that 

confirms the trees are located within a conservation area and/or are protected by Tree 

Preservation Order/s (TPO’s). It is generally best to discuss your concerns with the tree owner 

beforehand, but under established ‘common law’, you should be able to prune branches and 

roots that grow over your boundary, with or without the owner’s consent (root barrier 

products are available such as GreenBlue Urbans ‘Re-root’ or Green-Tech ‘RootBarrier 360’). 

You also have a legal duty, however, to take ‘reasonable care’ whilst undertaking the works, 

and you may be liable if you damage your neighbour’s trees, or cause them to become 

unstable. It is therefore unwise to undertake works without first consulting an arboriculturist. 

The parts cut off from the tree remain the property of the tree owner, so they should be 

offered back. If overhanging trees or encroaching roots have caused damage to your property, 

then you should contact your building insurer for advice. Your insurer will usually contact the 

owner of the trees asking them to abate the nuisance and will arrange for any repairs to be 

undertaken. If damage has not yet occurred, but you believe there is a foreseeable risk that 

the trees will cause damage in the future, then you should discuss your concerns with the 

owner and write to them asking them to have the trees inspected by an arboriculturist. You 

should keep copies of any letters sent as they prove that you have highlighted your concerns 

should damage occur in the future. 
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3.2 Work recommendations        

3.2.1 In line with my conclusions, a summary table of my recommendations in this case is presented 

in Table 2 below. 

Tree no. Species  

1 Horse Chestnut 

Consider crown lifting to achieve clearance between 

0-5.5m on S side only. Within 12 months. 

 

I would recommend that the trees are inspected 

every 18 months. 

2 Beech 

Consider crown lifting to achieve clearance between 

0-7.5m on S, SW & SE sides of lower crown only. 

Within 12 months. 

 

I would recommend that the trees are inspected 

every 18 months. 

Table 2. Recommended works  

3.3 Work standards  

3.3.1 All works recommended should be carried out in accordance with the requirements 

pertaining to the relevant operations set out in British Standard BS 3998: 2010, Tree work – 

Recommendations, by qualified and competent tree surgery contractors only, with 

appropriate Public Liability insurance. 

 

Greg Sweeney | Arboricultural Consultant 

18th March 2026



  
 

 

 

Arboriculture | Ecology | Landscape  

 

 

Direct: 07761 826237 

Office: 0333 772 1152  

mark@davidarcherassociates.co.uk  

www.davidarcherassociates.co.uk 

Head Office: Chesham House, 

Eastbourne Road, 

Halland, 

East Sussex, BN8 6PT 

  

 

APPENDIX 1 – Tree survey schedule 

  



Notes for the Tree Schedule 
 

This schedule is based on a tree survey carried out in accordance with the recommendations of British Standard, BS 5837 (2012) “Trees in relation to design, demolition and 

construction - Recommendations” (‘BS 5837’) by Greg Sweeney on Friday the 13th March 2026. Weather conditions at the time were clear, dry and bright. Deciduous trees were 

not in leaf. 

The information contained in this schedule reflects the condition of the trees at the time of the survey, based on visual inspection from the ground only; they were not climbed, and 

no internal investigations were undertaken. A BS 5837 survey for planning or development purposes is not a detailed tree hazard or risk survey. As such, no guarantee is given as 

to the structural integrity or safety of any trees included. 

As trees are dynamic organisms and subject to continual growth and change, no dimensions expressed in this schedule may be relied upon for development planning purposes for 

more than 24 months from the date of survey. Estimated dimensions are marked ‘est’. 

 

1. No.: Expressed in sequential order starting from number 1 – woodlands, groups & hedges are prefixed as W, G, & H respectively. 

2. Species: The common name as given in “Collins Tree Guide”, Johnson & More (2004). 

3. Height: Estimated with the aid of a ‘Disto’ laser rangefinder and expressed in metres, to the nearest metre. 

4. Trunk Diameter: Measured at 1.5m above ground level and expressed in millimetres to the nearest 10mm; where multiple stems are present they are measured 

individually, and an aggregated equivalent single trunk diameter is calculated in accordance with BS 5837, in order to derive the tree’s root protection area (‘RPA’).  

5. Radial Crown Spread: Distance in metres from the centre of the trunk to the outermost edge of the crown at each cardinal point of the compass, rounded up to the 

nearest half metre; or in the case of uniform or symmetrical crowns, the average distance from the centre of the trunk to the outermost edge of the crown. 

6. Crown Clearance: Mean height, in metres, from adjacent ground level to the lowest point of the live crown. 

7. Height to First Branch: Height, in metres, of the first significant branch (>100mm diameter), or to crown break from ground level. 

8. Life Stage: Young, Semi-mature, Mature, Over-mature, Veteran/Ancient. 

9. Physiology: The tree’s health and vigour in comparison to a typical specimen of the same species and age: Good, Average, Below average, Poor, Dead. 

10. Structure: The tree’s structural condition based on assessment of any visible roots, and of its trunk, main branches and crown, noting the presence of any obvious defects 

or decay: Good, Average, Below average, Poor, Hazardous. 

11. Landscape Value: An assessment of the tree’s visual importance in the local landscape in its present context: High, Moderate, Low, Nil. 

12. Estimated Years: Estimate of the tree’s likely remaining contribution expressed in years: <10, 10-20, 20-40, 40+. 

13. Comments: Notes relating to the tree’s health and condition, structure and form, estimated life expectancy and importance within the local landscape; including notes of 

any restrictions to access for inspection, presence of potential habitat features (natural or artificial), or other significant observations.  

14. Category: - A rating given to trees based on Table 1 in BS 5837, summarised below:  

 

Category ‘U’ - Trees in such a condition that any existing value would be lost within 10 years and which should, in the current context, be removed for reasons of sound 

arboricultural management. 

Category ‘A’ - Trees of high quality and value; in such a condition as to be able to make a substantial contribution (normally a minimum of 40 years). 

Category ‘B’ - Trees of moderate quality and value; those in such a condition as to make a significant contribution (normally a minimum of 20 years). 

Category ‘C’ - Trees of low quality and value; currently in adequate condition to remain until new planting could be established (normally a minimum of 10 years), or young trees 

with a stem diameter below 150mm. 

Sub-categories (where appropriate); 1 – Mainly arboricultural qualities: 2 – Mainly landscape qualities: 3 – Mainly cultural values, including conservation. 



No. Species Height
Trunk

Dia.

Radial

Crown 

Spread

Crown 

Clear-

ance

Height 

to 1st 

Branch

Life 

Stage

Physi-

ology
Structure

Landscape

Value

Est.

Years
Comments

Cate-

gory

1
Horse 

Chestnut
21m

900mm 

est 

N7m

E6m

S5m

W7m

4m 4m Mature Good Average High 40+

Trunk of tree located approx. 4.5m from (side) 

conservatory, 6.5m from NW corner of main building & 

12m from NE corner of main building; between the 

building and the tree there is standard patio slabs - the soil 

level appears to rise slightly between main building/side 

conservatory and tree; paving slab, approx. 1m from NW 

corner of property & 1m E of drain cover, was lifted 

revealing one tree root, approx. 4cm diameter; several 

small 'epicormic' shoots/growth (crica. x5) between 3-5m; 

trunk of tree bi-furcates at approx. 5.5m; signs of historic 

'crown lifting' indicated by several occluded and un-

occluded pruning wounds on trunk between hights of 3-9m 

on S side of trunk; other than the crown lifting pruning in 

the lower crown on the S side, the crown appears to be 

naturally formed/untouched; good level of twig and bud 

density indicating good physiology.

A

David Archer Associates



No. Species Height
Trunk

Dia.

Radial

Crown 

Spread

Crown 

Clear-

ance

Height 

to 1st 

Branch

Life 

Stage

Physi-

ology
Structure

Landscape

Value

Est.

Years
Comments

Cate-

gory

2 Beech 21m
900mm 

est 

N8m

E8.5m

S7m

W6.5m

4m 4m Mature Good Average High 40+

Trunk of tree located approx. 7m from (side) conservatory, 

6.5m from NE corner and 12.5m from NW corner of main 

building; between the building and the tree there is 

standard patio slabs - the soil level appears to rise slightly 

between main building and tree; trunk of tree bi-furcates at 

approx. 4.5m; signs of sympathetic historic 'crown 

lifting/reduction', in the lower third of the crown, indicated 

by the removal of ends of several lower branches on the S, 

SW sides between heights of 6-9m, to provide clearance 

from building roof and garden patio; lower lateral branches 

orientated to the SE extended towards patio due to 

seeking light and crown suppression on W side, by 

neighbouring tree; the remainder and majority of the 

crown appears to be naturally formed/untouched; good 

level of twig and bud density indicating good physiology.

A

David Archer Associates
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APPENDIX 2 – Tree location plan 
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APPENDIX 3 – Copy of TPO record 
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APPENDIX 4 – Photos 

 

 
From ‘The Avenue’ (looking south) 

 
From ‘Erringham Road’ (looking north-east) 
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From rear garden of no.22 Erringham Rd (looking west) 

 
From rear garden of no.22 Erringham Rd (looking north-west) 
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Tree no.1 – recommended pruning points to achieve ‘crown lift’ 
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I noted that the soil level/patio on the north side between the main building no.22 and the trees 

rises 
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Tree no.2 – recommended pruning points on S side to achieve ‘crown lift’ 

 

 

 

 


